
September 19, 2022, 11:30 am-1:30 pm  

Lunch & Meeting

Monday September 19, 2022, at 11:30 a.m. at the Elks Club on 
Links Lane. 

Our program:  Capacity Building for Global Collective
Land Use Decisions

Speaker: Ryan Finchum, Director, Center for Protected
Area Management, Colorado State University 

(full bio is given below)

The Elks Lodge has increased their charges to us and while we will
be absorbing part of this cost we need to ask you to now pay $15 
per person.  Also, as in the past, if any of you need transportation, 
let Lee know and she will try to find someone who can provide it.
RSVP to Lee Ayer by phone: 970-224-2345
To RSVP by Email: rsvp@narfe256.com

See Chapter 256 news at:
Facebook: NarfeNorthernColorado and at:     

          www.facebook.com/NarfeNorthernColorado
Twitter:@narfe256 and www.twitter.com/narfe256
Instagram: narfe256 and www.instagram.com/narfe256

You can contact us by email using: info@narfe256.com

mailto:info@narfe256.com
http://www.instagram.com/narfe256
mailto:rsvp@narfe256.com


Ryan Finchum’s Bio

Ryan Finchum is Director of the Center for Protected Area 
Management at Colorado State University. The Center focuses on 
capacity building for protected area professionals from around the 
world, with a special emphasis on Latin America. He has his B.S. 
in Environmental Sciences and Geography from Louisiana State 
University and his M.S. from CSU in Protected Area Management 
through the Peace Corps master’s internationalist program; his 
thesis was on the beliefs and perceptions of fishermen regarding 
management of the Galapagos Marine Reserve, Ecuador. During 
his time with the Center for Protected Area Management, Ryan has
developed and implemented training courses, seminars, webinars, 
conferences, and other capacity building events for over 17,000 
park and protected professionals from 95 countries. He is an active 
member of the World Commission on Protected Areas and serves 
on its Capacity Development Specialist Group. His primary area of
interest is developing capacity building programs that focus on 
both the technical skills and the confidence to take action with 
protected area personnel and local communities living in or near 
protected areas. 

After receiving his MS degree, he spent 10 years running Emerald 
Planet Tours, a conservation fundraising ecotourism outbound 
operator. During this time, he led 30+ trips to Latin America which
resulted in over 30 million dollars raised for conservation projects 
for The Nature Conservancy. He spent 6 years between 2008-2014 
designing and launching a new master’s program in Conservation 
Leadership at CSU which uses a trans-disciplinary, problem-based 



curriculum. During his time with the Center for Protected Area 
Management, 

He is also especially interested in public use and ecotourism, 
environmental communication and interpretation, and leadership 
and system thinking for conservation professionals. He has two 
energetic, kids, both named after islands in the Galapagos Islands 
National Park, is married to his high-school sweetheart, and 
manages to find time for meditation and other mindfulness 
practices, and outdoor activities with his family.


