
Chapter 256, Fort Collins, CO

Legislative Report for May 2015

1. June 12th NARFE Legislative Hotline:

 a. OPM Security Breach Update - Recent claims made in a letter sent

from the president of the American Federation of Government 

Employees (AFGE) to OPM Director, Katherine Archuleta state all 

federal employee, retiree, military and veteran personnel data was 

compromised during the security breach. NARFE believes AFGE's 

evaluation of the incident is overstated, and OPM continues to say it 

believes only 4.2 million individuals were affected. 

NARFE has been in close communication with OPM officials who say 

the employment data, which contain information such as Social 

Security numbers, job assignments and salary information, was the 

information most likely exposed in the breach. OPM is contacting all 

individuals whose information was compromised by email or U.S. 

mail. OPM has contracted CSID to assist with the response effort and 

will be sending out the email or postal notifications from June 8 to 

June 10. Please note: These Emails come from an CSID/opm.com 

address. 

b. Fiscal Year 2016 Appropriations Update: The House voted Tuesday



on fiscal year 2016 funding for the Department of Transportation and 

the Department of Housing and Urban Development. The $55.3 billion

spending bill includes funding for Amtrak, and the Washington, DC 

Metro System, and lifts the provisions restricting travel to Cuba. The 

bill also includes next-year funding levels for the Highway Trust Fund, 

whose authorization expires in July.

On Thursday, the House passed a $579 billion appropriation for the 

Department of Defense on a 276-149 vote. The bill includes a 2.3 

percent pay raise for military personnel. The bill drew opposition from 

Democrats because it uses war-fighting accounts to raise defense 

spending for FY 2016, avoiding congressional spending caps. The 

Senate companion bill passed the Senate Appropriations Committee.

To date, the House has passed half of the 12 annual appropriations 

bills. While the Senate Appropriations Committee is making progress, 

the full Senate has not yet considered any of the funding bills.

2. NARFE's June 8th MegaVotes for Colorado's 4th 

Congressional District:

House Votes:

a. Magnuson-Stevens Reauthorization – Vote Passed



The measure would authorize $397 million annually through fiscal 

year 2019 for federal activities to carry out the law of the Manguson-

Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.

Rep. Ken Buck voted YES

b. Fiscal 2016 Commerce-Justice-Science Appropriations - Vote 

Passed

The bill would provide $51.4 billion in discretionary funds in fiscal 2016

for the Departments of Commerce and Justice and other agencies 

such as NASA and the National Science Foundation. It would provide 

roughly $8.2 billion for the Commerce Department and roughly $27.9 

billion for the Justice Department, including $8.5 billion for the FBI, 

$7.2 billion for the federal prison system and roughly $2 billion for 

state and local enforcement and crime prevention grant programs.

Rep. Ken Buck voted NO

3. In keeping with NARFE's view (as well as our Chapters) of the 

significant reminder that all politics are local and the need to watch 

local political contributions, I recently came across an analysis of $4.1 

in contributions - many with interest in city decision-making of the May

5 municipal election. 



Of those contributions, at least $290,000 flowed into campaigns from 

attorneys and lobbyists. Another $159,000 came from individuals 

involved in development or real estate contributions for whom 

occupations are listed in finance reports. Unions, city contractors and 

business associations also donated heavily to candidates.  The article 

has a sidebar listing the top individual donors with their name, title, 

and amount.

RE: Denver Post Article:  Checkbooks out in force prior to Denver 

elections; dated May 31, 2015.

A few copies of the article are on the table with membership materials 

for those of you who may be interested.

4. I also have a few copies an an article I came across in The 

Colorado Statesman (June 5, 2015).

It addresses the 1992 voter approved pot tax and the Taxpayer Bill of 

Rights. Gov. John Hickenlooper signed a law to create a November 

ballot measure that deals with the pot tax collection. Voters will 

determine whether $58 million in pot tax revenue this year will be 

dispensed with $40 million toward school construction, $12 million for 

public safety programs and drug addiction programs and the 

remainder placed in the general fund.



This is just a heads up that the pot tax will be sent back to voters this 

November.

This completes my report.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Quinn

Legislative Chair

Chapter 256


